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“feminism a plural field of theory and politics which has competing perspectives and
prescriptions for action. In general terms we may hold feminism to be asserting that sex is a
fundamental and irreducible axis of social organization which, to date, has subordinated women

to men™!
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“Poststructuralism and postmodernism offered perspectives which were radically anti-
essentialist — which challenged the idea that ‘men’ and ‘women’ were given, natural, essential
categories. Increasingly the category ‘women’ was called into question . . . In this context the

immediate concern was to counter the idea of ‘women’ as fixed, natural category, to emphasise

its historical, cultural and contextual specificity.”
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